Maundy Thursday Worship Service
Grace Lutheran Church 6 pm April 6, 2023

As We Gather:

“Maundy” comes from a Latin word meeting “mandate.” This day
commemorates Christ’s institution of the Lord’s Supper and His mandates that
we do this in remembrance of Him —and also lovingly serve one another.

Tonight’s service is drawn from the Corporate Confession and Absolution
and Divine Service Setting 3 in the LSB hymnal. The service concludes with the
Stripping of the Altar — to prepare our chancel and hearts for the starkness and
darkness of Good Friday.

This year during Lent we have meditated on the ways of the Kingdom of
God, as Jesus teaches and demonstrates them. Tonight we see and taste that
Kingdom now and not yet in the Holy Supper of Christ’s body and blood.

Welcome:

Opening Hymn: “Jesus, | Will Ponder Now”

(LSB # 440, st. 1,3,5)

1. Jesus, | will ponder now On Your holy passion;
With Your Spirit me endow For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish
Of Your suff'ring, pain, and death That | may not perish.

3. Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see Your passion,
But its cause to me make known And its termination.
Ah! | also and my sin Wrought Your deep affliction;
This indeed the cause has been Of Your crucifixion.

5. If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won By Your holy passion.

If for me He slays His Son, God must have compassion!

Corporate Confession and Absolution: (LSB p. 290-291)

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

"' “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah,
* not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when
1 took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the
LORD. ” For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. * And no longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the
LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin
no more.”

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Readinag: Matthew 26:17-29

" Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to
Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the
Passover?”" He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to
him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover
at your house with my disciples.””" And the disciples did as Jesus
had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

* When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve.”' And
as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will
betray me.”” And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him
one after another, “Is it I, Lord?””’ He answered, “He who has dipped
his hand in the dish with me will betray me. > The Son of Man goes
as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man
1s betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been
born.”” Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He
said to him, “You have said so.”




* Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my

body.””” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it

to them, saying, “Drink ofit, all of you, ” for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

? I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day

when [ drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message:

Sermon Hymn: “O Living Bread from Heaven”

(LSB # 642, sung to the tune of “The Church’s One Foundation”)

1. O Living Bread from heaven,
How well You feed Your guest!
The gifts that You have given
Have filled my heart with rest.
Oh, wondrous food of blessing,
Oh, cup that heals our woes!
My heart, this gift possessing,
With praises overflows.

2. My Lord, You here have led me
To this most holy place
And with Yourself have fed me
The treasures of Your grace;
For You have freely given
What earth could never buy,
The bread of life from heaven,
That now | shall not die.

3. You gave me all | wanted;
This food can death destroy.
And You have freely granted
The cup of endless joy.

My Lord, | do not merit

The favor You have shown,
And all my soul and spirit
Bow down before Your throne.

4. Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened
With heav'nly food, while here
My course on earth is lengthened,
To serve with holy fear.
And when You call my spirit
To leave this world below,
| enter, through Your merit,
Where joys unmingled flow.

Sermon: ‘"More than 3 Meal”

Prayer of the Church:

(Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:)

P: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament: (LSB p. 194-198)

Distribution of Holy Communion:

Hymns during Distribution:




“‘Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” All that You are we here receive,
(LSB #637) And all we are to You we give.

1. Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.

4. One bread, one cup, one body, we,
Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come
To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

2. He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav'nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

5. Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray:
O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest
In heaven's high and holy feast.

3. Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,

And take the pledges of salvation here. 3 inth 5 have lef
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow P: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a
remembrance of Your Passion. Grant that we may so

As in this feast of love You bless us now. receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that
the fruits of Your redemption may be continually manifest
in us; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(LSB # 623) C: Amen.

Post-Communion Collect:

1. Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray

That we may feast on You today; Stripping of the Altar:

The Pastor and altar guild members now strip the altar and clear the

Ben_eath thege forms of brea(_j "{md wine chancel area of all paraments and furnishings. This is to symbolize the
Enrich us with Your grace divine. extent of Christ’s service on behalf of others - as He was stripped of His
clothes, dignity, and then very life. This prepares the church, and our hearts,
2. Give us, who share this wondrous food, for the solemn service of Good Friday. _ _

Meanwhile, the congregation sings hymn # 420 “Christ, the Life of All the
your bOdy broken and .YOUI' bI_OOd’ Living,” its words and melody leading us to fuller meditation on the suffering
The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n, of Christ and our faithful response.

The certain joys of heirs of heav'n. Tonight’s service ends without a Benediction, because the worship of our

Lord continues tomorrow night in that worship service remembering His
death on the cross. The congregation exits the sanctuary tonight following

3. By faith Your Word has made us bold the Pastor.
To seize the gift of love retold;



Hymn: “Christ, the Life of All the Living”
1.

(LSB # 420)

Christ, the Life of all the living,

Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving

To the darkest depths of woe:

Through thy suff'rings, death, and merit
| eternal life inherit.

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee
Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,
O Thou sinless Son of God!

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver

From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast borne the smiting only
That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,
Rest to give my weary soul;

Yea, the curse of God enduring,
Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Heartless scoffers did surround Thee,
Treating Thee with shameful scorn

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.
All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne,

That as Thine Thou mightest own me

And with heav'nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

. Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,

That from pain | might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish
Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

. Thou hast suffered great affliction

And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,

Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

. Then, for all that wrought my pardon,

For Thy sorrows deep and sore,

For Thine anguish in the Garden,

| will thank Thee evermore,

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,

For that last triumphant cry,

And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.



