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     Grace  News

September & October 2025
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  						    Interim Pastor Robert Welden
310 West Lorain Street						                          pastorwelden@gmail.com
Oberlin, Ohio 44074							            Pastor Glenn Mertz
(440)775-3271								            glennamertz@gmail.com
		            
“Grace Lutheran Church is a family united by faith in Christ,
which seeks to grow in that faith and to share it with others.”

Psalm 107:1 ESV reads: "Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!"
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR WELDON

Dear friends in Christ,

As I am sitting in my office writing this article, I also have my calendar open and I am almost overwhelmed with the work that must be done this fall. Besides my regular work load, I have two other churches in the circuit that are vacant and in need of pastors. There are also Ohio district churches that are seeking pastors and struggling with maintaining their facilities. They don’t have the resources to call a pastor and the maintenance costs just seem to go up and up. It presents real challenges to the churches here and throughout the country.
The truth of the matter is, the church has always struggled in this world. The reality of sin, the lack of faith in our communities, and the idolatry of the past have always seemed to rear their ugly heads. 
King David knew all to well the challenges he faced as the benevolent warrior king of Israel. We see throughout the Psalms his plea to God for protection from his enemies. He lifts his voice to God, indicating that “his enemies are encamped around him” and that “his enemies sought to kill him.”
However, in the midst of his challenges, he remembered first that “God was his refuge and strength.” He found comfort in knowing that when things were overwhelming, when he didn’t know where to turn, that he could rely on God to rescue and protect him. This same promise is true for us today. God is our refuge and strength. He will see his church through both the rich times and the times of famine. All we must do is “TRUST IN JESUS”! Just as David did, just as St. Paul did.
St. Paul tells us that he, too, knew both feast and famine but, in all times, he gave thanks to the Lord. He writes about having thankful hearts in all times of our lives, in the good times and the times of trouble. 
King David in the Psalms also reminds us to give thanks. "Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!" Even in his times of despair, he thanked the Lord. This should be our attitude at all times. Give thanks to God in all things.
However, it is easy to neglect to thank our Lord when things are going well and we have plenty of money in the bank. For these, too, are gifts from God. But we get fat, happy, and lazy and our sinful minds forget.
When things are good, take the time to stop and look around and make an inventory of all the ways the Lord has blessed us. We are fortunate that we are not struggling to keep the lights on, we are not struggling to repair and maintain our building. What a Blessing!

So let us stop. Remember that we are Children of God and that our salvation is certain in Christ Jesus. Remember His promises and proclaim with all the Saints, with David, St. Paul, and all the apostles with a loud voice, "Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!"

In Christ Jesus,		
Pastor Weldon
Should you wish to contact Pastor Weldon, you may reach him on his cell phone at (270) 792-0570 or at his office at  (440) 
322-5497.
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   Please pray for Tom Hadaway; Patty Turon (Mother of Lisa Berghaus, our substitute Organist); Norma Stechow; the family of Ken Deidrick (brother-in-law of Bonnie Abicht), who was called to his heavenly home; Teresa Fehlan (mother of Jen Jones); Bill Petersen (brother-in-Law of Fred C. Feddeck); Barbara Hadaway; Carolyn Husted; David Robinson (brother of Lee Anne Christner), Mike & Melissa Bennett (son-in-law and daughter of John and Kathy Knipper); Diane & Ron Senyak; Bev & Ray Hines, Dave & Marcia Metzger; and Coralie Swanzer.






COMING UP AT GRACE

                                      Sun.    9/07      Worship Service                     	    10:00 am
                                      Sun.    9/07      Bible Study w/Pastor Mertz         11:00 am
                                      Wed.   9/10     Bible Study w/Pastor Weldon         1:30 pm
                                      Wed.   9/10     Bible Study with Harriett	       7:00 pm                     
                                      Sun.     9/14     Worship Service	                         10:00 am
                                      Sun.     9/14     Bible Study w/Pastor Mertz          11:00 am
                                      Mon.   9/15     GLC Council Meeting                        4:30 pm



Adult Bible Study
	                                              
Sundays at 11:15 am with PASTOR MERTZ
We are reviewing Luther’s Small Catechism.

Wednesdays at 1:30pm with PASTOR WELDON 
We are studying the Book of Jonah.

Wednesdays at 7:00pm with HARRIETT THOMAS
Please join us as we study the Book of 1, 2 & 3 John. *
This is available through Zoom. Please contact Harriett for details. 

* Evening Bible Study Schedule  7:00 PM

Please Note: This Schedule May Be Updated

September 2025
                                                            Wednesday September 3rd Grace Lutheran Church or Zoom
Wednesday September 10th Grace Lutheran Church or Zoom
Wednesday September 17th Grace Lutheran Church or Zoom
Wednesday September 24th Grace Lutheran Church or Zoom
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A BIG thank you to James Feddeck for filling in as our (over qualified) Organist this Summer.  GLC is blessed to have such a talented and loyal member within our Church Family.

[image: ]Please extend a WARM WELCOME to Grace’s new Organist, Holly Bogle, who started with us on September 7, 2025.  Holly is a student at Oberlin Conservatory.  Holly comes to us very well qualified, as you can see from her below Biography:

Holly Bogle-Viola   Holly Bogle (Lancaster, United States) studies viola with Peter Slowik at Oberlin Conservatory. She is a former member of the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, the Youth Chamber Orchestra at Temple Music Prep, and the Trowbridge Quartet at the Settlement Music School coached by Thomas Kraines. She has appeared as a soloist with the Lancaster Bible College Orchestra and the Lancaster Symphony Orchestra and has performed a First Listen recital at the Mt. Gretna Playhouse. She has had masterclasses and coachings with artists including: Tabea Zimmerman, Gloria DePasquale, Steven Tennenbom, Paul Lairia, Marvin Moon, Kerri Ryan, Midori, the Tackacs Quartet, and the JACK Quartet. She has attended several music festivals including Credo, Saint Paul Chamber Music Festival, Lancaster International Piano Festival, Singapore Chamber Music Festival, Harpa International Music Festival, and has studied extensively with artists including Peter Kenote, Jonathan Ong, Sibbi Bernhardsson, Ásdís Valdimarsdóttir, the Aoi Trio, the Jasper String Quartet, the Kronos Quartet, and the Dali Quartet. 
Holly is the violist in the Pandan Quartet and she has performed at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory in Singapore, for the Lincoln Center Chamber Music Society, at the University of Austin as a semifinals in the Coltman Competition and was a Banff 2025 Winter Artists in Residence. In addition to viola, she also pursuing an organ minor with Jonathan Moyer and a baroque minor with Edward Huizinga, she has also studied the 二胡 (erhu) in Singapore and Malaysia.
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Evangelism Deacon, Sue Walker

Oberlin College Connections Fair
The Oberlin College Connections Fair was Thursday, September 4th from 4:30pm-6pm. The day started out with rain but ended with beautiful weather which allowed the event to be held outdoors. Grace Lutheran participated, with volunteers Harriett Thomas, Tina Harrell, Phil Sherick and Sue Walker. We gave away keychains and lip balm with scriptures written on them and assorted candy. We had some good conversations with many students.    (Report con’t on next page)

Update on the Ferry family.
Many of you may remember Rev. Charles Ferry, who is a missionary that visited Grace with his family before starting his missionary work. After twelve years of service in Asia, the Ferry family is moving to a new region and field of service.

Rev. Charles Ferry served the LCMS as the Regional Director for Asia for eight years. The Ferry Family is in transition to a new role for LCMS International Mission in a new region and location. Charles and Cheryl are the parents of seven children, three of whom were born overseas during Asia missionary service. • Caleb (married to Katrina) • Caitlin (15) • Carissa (12) • Cassandra (11) • Chloe (9) • Charlotte (7) • Caylee (4). Before moving to Taiwan in 2018, the Ferry Family was based in Indonesia for almost five years.

From Rev. Charles Ferry
Circumstances and needs tend to change over time, and over these many years our family and situation have certainly changed. These changes require some adjustments to the way we do things. The job of an LCMS Regional Director demands an enormous amount of travel: visiting missionaries, visiting mission fields, participation in global leadership meetings, and the like. With the adoption of the FORO model, this is looking to only increase in the coming years. For a family with six school-age children at home, this is simply not tenable. In 2024 alone, I was traveling 180 of 365 days! Clearly, something had to change for the family’s sake! I have accepted a position as the Associate Regional Director of the LCMS Eurasia region, a position assisting the Rev. Dr. David Preus as his “right hand” where I can use my experiences, education, and interests to great advantage. Just as importantly, this position involves a greatly reduced travel schedule which will allow me to be home much more consistently with Cheryl and the girls. This means the Ferry family will be leaving Taiwan and moving to Romania, the location of the LCMS Eurasia regional headquarters. There will be several other large LCMS families located there, which will also allow the girls to have a greater circle of Lutheran friends. 

We hope you will remember us in your prayers and follow us as this journey enters a new phase.

LADIES AID  is bringing back the “What do you Have…What do you Need?” program.
      Do you have something at home that you find you do not have a need for it anymore, or do you have a need for something?  Fill in one of the blank cards on the table in the Fellowship Building to the right before you leave through the parking lot door and pin it on the bulletin board or slip it in the box on the table.    

We currently have two requests for “Needs”:  

[image: Premium Vector | Hand drawn christian cross symbol hand painted with ...]Christian Church Family:  Their prayers for each other’s growth in Faith.  And…               

I am always looking for self-contained:

      *   TV + VHS player (combination set(s); and
      *   TV + DVD player (combination player)
           Philip S.  (can text) 440-522-1453
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     The Ladies Aid is starting a Prayer Shawl Ministry and could use your help making shawls for our Church Family and other ministries. 
Please contact Jackie Mertz for more information@ (440) 506-7973. 



August 17, 2025 Voters’ Assembly Meeting Highlights

*    The total number of attendees were 19 (17 members eligible to vote and 2 non-members).  
*    The May 2025 Voters’ Meeting Minutes were approved.
*    The voters read or heard reports from the Vice President, Evangelism, Buildings &
      Grounds, Treasurer and Ladies Aid.
*    Costs of the Parsonage rental through August 17th this year: Rental income $13,200.00.    
      Expenses  (maintenance - management and leasing fees) $3,627.50. Profit year to date 
      $9,572.50
      Parsonage Property taxes went up by $942.00.  
*    V.P. Jon Storr will be working on creating a Continuity Binder that will identify the duties and      
      explain procedures and necessary actions to be taken for each Council Member’s role. 
      Under New Business:
*    Entered into agreement with EcoTree tree service to remove large
      maple tree behind garage at rental.   
*    Rental lease to be renewed for rental for 1 year with a monthly increase.
*    Removed the Attendance Books from the Pews.  
*    Reinstated the practice of passing the Offering Plates during the Offertory.
*    Luther Home Update:  The process continues.  The Ohio Department of Developmental 
      Disabilities 
      (DODD) notified Jon Storr that on August 6th that they have begun reviewing his application.
*    Holly Bogle will start on 9/7/2025 as our new Organist.
*    SMP Program was explained.  (See below)***
*    Nativity:  It was agreed that the old set was too heavy for our aging congregation, and that we 
       look for something new.
*    Viewable Flashdrive of GLC Church’s Addition is available.  Contact Andy Karp or Church 
      Office.
*    Members present voted unanimously to pay for a new furnace and air conditioner to be 
      installed in Pastor and Jackie’s house…one in the Fall and the other in the Spring the following 
      year.  Tom noted that the income from the Rental Property would cover this expense.  Pastor 
      and Jackie Mertz were overcome with gratitude.



***S M P Program Explanation:  
Pastor Mertz explained the Lutheran Synod’s “Specific Ministry Program” that he is still in, by reading a description of the Program written by Pastor Weldon.  Fred C. Feddeck asked if the congregation will get notice beforehand, when it comes time for Pastor Mertz to be extended a Call to be the official Pastor of GLC.  Both Pastor Mertz and Council stated that once Pastor has finished the Program and eligible to be called, it will be shared with the Congregation.

GRACE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2025 

	SERVING THE LORD

	DATE
	USHER
	Counters
	Altar Guild
	Lay Reader
	Comm.  Assist.

	
Sept 7
10am
	Andy Karp
	Bonnie & Lisa
	Karen Huston
	Dave Jones
	Dave Jones

	
Sept 14
10am
	Andy Karp
	Bonnie & Lisa
	Karen Huston
	Jon Storr
	Dave Jones

	
Sept 21
10am
	Lee Anne  Christner
	Fred C. & Jan
	Robin Turnbull
	Jon Storr
	Greg Christner

	
Sept 28
10am
	Lee Anne  Christner
	Fred C. & Jan
	Robin Turnbull
	Jon Storr
	Bob Izold




	SERVING THE LORD

	DATE
	USHER
	Counters
	Altar Guild
	Lay Reader
	Comm.  Assist.

	
Oct 5
10am
	Dale Rider
	Dale & Greg
	Colleen Karp
	Fred C. Feddeck
	Andy Karp

	
Oct 12
10am
	Tom Monroe
	Dale & Greg
	Colleen Karp
	Fred C. Feddeck
	Andy Karp

	
Oct 19
10am
	Tom Monroe
	Bonnie & Lisa
	Kathy Knipper
	Jon Storr
	Dave Jones

	Oct 26
10am
	Andy Karp
	Bonnie & Lisa
	Kathy Knipper
	Jon Storr
	Dave Jones
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   September Birthdays 				   October Birthdays 

           Jon Storr                9-02				               Jennifer Fehlan-Jones     10-10
           Maria Feddeck      9-07				               John Myron Bremke       10-23
           Zachery Abicht      9-07
           Lorraine Izold        9-13                                                                       
           Karen Huston        9-14
           Tina Harrell            9-15
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  September Anniversaries	     	      October Anniversaries

   Bonnie & Gary Abicht          9/02/72			    (none)
  Karen & Glen Fridenstine    9/26/64
  Anita & Gary  Saathoff          9/  /64
  Lee Anne & Greg Christner   9/27/85

Monthly Birthday Celebrations!!!
Next celebration will be September 21,2025!!!

IF WE MISSED ANYONE, PLEASE CALL OR TEXT (440-775-3271) OR EMAIL:   secretary4grace@gmail.com
        
 
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE…

(Borrowed from the internet under “free Clean Christian jokes…Daily Strength in Prayer”)

The Psychology of Laughter in Christianity
Laughter is often called “medicine for the soul,” and for good reason. It reduces stress, strengthens relationships, and fosters joy. But beyond its physical benefits, laughter plays a crucial role in faith.
Why Laughter is a God-Given Gift
It deepens relationships. In Proverbs 15:13, we read, “A joyful heart makes a cheerful face.” When we laugh with fellow believers, we build stronger bonds.  It brings healing. Science confirms what the Bible teaches—laughter boosts immunity, reduces pain, and improves mental well-being.  It reminds us not to take life too seriously. Even in the hardest times, faith teaches us that God is in control, and laughter is a beautiful way to trust in His plan.
Are you ready? …
     Why do church bulletins always have typos?
· To remind us that only God’s Word is perfect!     

Why did the usher sit in the front row?
· Because he heard the last would be first!

What kind of cell phone did Delilah use?
· A Samson-galaxy!

And finally (for all us dog lovers)…
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If you would like to contribute to the contents of Grace’s Newsletter by sending in an article, questions or topics you would like addressed, please call or text the Church Office at (440-775-3271) OR EMAIL:   secretary4grace@gmail.com.  
We welcome your input!


WORSHIP INFORMATION


- Sunday morning worship continues to meet at 10:00 am every week. 

- Private Communion is offered at church or by pastoral home visit whenever requested.  Please contact   
  Pastor to schedule.  

- If you or a friend cannot be at church with us, you can see videos of our Worship Services online. Go to 
  our website or to our Facebook page at www.grace-churchoberlin.org  or   
   https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchOberlinOhio.  Our weekly bulletin and the readings are also    
  posted on our website.  


    


Communion Statement of
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

A congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS)

       At Grace we come to the altar to receive the gift of the Lord’s Supper. In the Lord’s Supper those who are baptized receive through faith the true body and true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ “in, with and under” the bread and wine for their personal forgiveness and strengthening of faith (Matt. 26:26-28; John 6:51-55).  We examine ourselves beforehand, mindful of our need for repentance (1 Cor. 11:27-79). In the Lord’s Supper we are united with Christ and His body the Church, and also reflect the unity we have as a congregation with a common Christian, biblically-based confession (1 Cor.10:16-17); see also John 6:56; Acts 2:42; and Romans 16:17.  Therefore, those who come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper should be united with us in our understanding of the Lord’s Supper, the real presence of Jesus therein, and the Lutheran Faith.  We ask that any visitors who wish to be our guests at the Lord’s Table please talk to the Pastor before the worship service.

       Note:  the cups of wine in the inner circle, which are a different color than the others, are non-alcoholic.  


Ephesians 3:16-21
“I pray that out of his glorious riches, he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!  Amen.”

[image: christian clipart - Clip Art Library]
1

image2.png




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.emf

image6.jpeg
7
..at home and around theiworld s




image7.jpeg




image8.png




image9.png
rayer Shawl
Ministry




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg
...AND ARRAHAM WENT FORTH
INTO THE LAND OF CANINE

The CARTOON KRONICLES




image13.jpeg
The Back Pew - deff tarson

A couple days after exiting the ark
vith all the animals, Noah came t0 a
very important conciusion.





image14.png




image1.jpeg




