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Prelude 

[bookmark: _Hlk56952671]Welcome   Thank you for joining us for worship today.        
                           Please silence your cell phone as we worship together in God's House.

Opening Hymn:      ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY	         LSB 367


Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o'er all the earth:
Ye who sang creation's story, Now proclaim Messiah's birth.

Refrain:  Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding, Watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, Yonder shines His Infant Light. [Refrain]

Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen His natal star. [Refrain]

Saints before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear. [Refrain]

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One. [Refrain]




Confession and Absolution

P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.
P  This is the day that the Lord has made!
C  We will rejoice and be glad in it!
P   It’s the Sunday ‘after’.  The glow is fading.  The carols are echoes.  It’s back to ‘the real world.’  Today’s Gospel tells us that the birth of Jesus did not make the world into a gingerbread fantasy.  Jesus’ birth brought opposition, and death.  The world of sin reacted to the birth of the Savior in predictable ways.  There are those who would say sin, and death and treachery and struggle are the ‘real world’.  And yet, the Reality is the Kingdom of God, ushered in through a Son, born of a virgin, who died and rose again for us.  We acknowledge, on this day, that we often confuse what is Real, with what is not.
C  How easily we are confused.  We want to keep Christ in Christmas, when He is meant for more than Christmas.  We ‘visit’ the manger, sing our carols, feel good, and then go on about our living as if our living is the ‘real world’, and the Kingdom is nothing but a doctrine.
	Life is hard.  Relationships are broken.  We find ourselves at odds with so many people.  Peace is shattered into pieces.  There are struggles.  We worry. .Our attention is focused on things that do not last.  
For us, the ‘real world’ is money, job, demands, bills, spam, updates, sound bytes, gas prices, in-laws, deadlines and on and on. For give us, Lord.
P  Here is the reality.  God so loved the world He gave His Son to restore the Kingdom.  Through the cross of Jesus and the resurrection, we are now Kingdom people.  Reality, for us, is love and joy and peace; a stewardship of grace; an approach to neighbors that is embracing; a realization that all the world counts as essential, is fading and fleeting. Rejoice! Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit	                                                                                          Jer. 31:15–17; antiphon: Hos. 11:1

P When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
C and out of Egypt I called my son.
P Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,
C lamentation and bitter weeping.
P Rachel is weeping for her children;
C she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.”
P Thus says the Lord: “Keep your voice from weeping,
C and your eyes from tears,
P for there is a reward for your work, declares the Lord,
C and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
P There is hope for your future, declares the Lord,
C and your children shall come back to their own country.”
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P When Israel was a child, I loved him,
C and out of Egypt I called my son.


Song of Response                      O COME, LET US ADORE HIM


O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

We kneel in adoration; We kneel in adoration
We kneel in adoration; Christ the Lord.
CCLI License No. 1751149

Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                                                                                  	
P  The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.






P   Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C     Amen

		
Old Testament Reading                                                                                    Isaiah 63:7–14

God restores His rebellious people.


7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he became their Savior.
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
10But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them.
11Then he remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 12who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided the waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13who led them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble.
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name.
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.



Epistle                                                                                              Galatians 4:4–7
When the time was right, ‘full’, God sent His Son into the world.

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.


Holy Gospel (please rise)                                                                                         Matthew 2:13–23

P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
   C     Glory to You, O Lord.
Jesus flees to Egypt, as forces rise in opposition, exacting a terrible price.


13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and 

went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

 P  This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
 C  Praise to You, O Christ.                                                               

Nicene Creed     
                                                                                                                                                            
C	I believe in one God,  the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth  and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God, begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures	      and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the   resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.


Hymn of the Day                      ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY                             LSB 376

Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy.

For He is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness, And He shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on To the place where He is gone.

     Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound!


Sermon

[bookmark: _Hlk82682287]Offering  	(Please pass your offering to the center aisle as it is being gathered by the Ushers.)

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
The Preface (sung)   
                                                                                                             tune: Oh Come, All Ye Faithful

P   The Lord be with you.
C   And with you, His servant.
P   Oh, come, let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.
C   With hearts uplifted, Thanks to him we render:
With joy we come before Him,
In gratefulness implore Him,
With thankful hearts adore Him Evermore!

P	It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

The Sanctus		                                                                   tune: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Holy, holy, holy Lord!  God of hosts, by all adored!
Heav’n and earth cannot contain  All the glory of Your name!
Hail, hosanna, God most high!  Blest is He who now draws nigh
In the name of God the King!  Hallelujahs glad we sing:
Hail, hosanna!  Praises due!   Be forever, Lord, to You!

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord's Prayer                  		                tune: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

Our Father, Lord on heav’n’s high throne,  Most holy be Your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done  On earth – in heav’n the same.
Give us this day the food we need;  Forgiven may we be;
Into temptation do not lead;  From evil set us free.
Yours is the kingdom; unto You  In grateful love we bow;
And Yours the pow’r;  Lord, let us view  Your mighty presence now.
The glory Yours; Your praise be sung  By angel hosts and men
In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue  Forevermore! Amen.

The Words of our Lord

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C   Amen.






Agnus Dei                                                                                                                                     tune: What Child is This?


Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God,  You take away the whole world’s sin,
Have mercy on us, grant us peace,
O Lamb of God, Lord Jesus.
Have mercy, Lord we pray,  Have mercy on us sinners;
Have mercy, Lamb of God,  And grant us peace forever.



The Distribution              YOU’RE INVITED TO HOLY COMMUNION TODAY


In Holy Communion we believe Jesus gives us His real presence, in and with the bread and the wine, for the forgiveness of sins.  We celebrate this forgiveness, which comes through faith, and we are strengthened in our personal faith and in our love for one another.  We invite to Holy Communion all who believe in Jesus as their Savior, are a baptized believer,  have been instructed in the meaning of Holy Communion, and agree with these teachings.  If you have any questions, please speak with the Pastor.
As we eat and drink, we remember our Lord’s suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and the promise of His coming again.  Both Common and individual cups are available.  When using the individual cup, please place the empty cup in the basket at either end of the communion rail.  The non-alcoholic wine is red in color and is in the center of the tray.  If the Common cup is used, please help the server by holding the base of the cup when you are served.  If you are unable to attend communion, due to health/physical limitations, please inform an usher and we will gladly serve you by bringing communion to you.



Nunc Dimittis                                                                                   tune: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen


Oh, thank the Lord and sing His praise, What He has done proclaim!
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice And proudly bear His name;
Who leads His thankful people forth His promises to claim.
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy!




Lord, let Your servant go in peace, Your word has been fulfilled.
My eyes have seen the saving work Which for the world You willed:
The glory of Your chosen race As Light for all revealed.
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy!

Oh, praise to God the Father, And praise to God the Son,
And praise to God the spirit, Most blessed Three in One,
As ‘twas, is now, and e’er shall be  While endless ages run!
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort joy,
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy!


The Prayer of Thanksgiving


P   We give thanks to you, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C     Amen.



The Benediction                                                                                           tune:  O Come, All Ye Faithful

P    The Lord bless and keep you, Look with love upon you,
        Be gracious, and cause His face to shine with peace!
C    Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
        The Savior close beside us,  God’s love from harm to hide us,
        The Spirit’s pow’r to guide us  Evermore!






Closing Hymn                      NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE                          LSB 386


	Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
     He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;
     Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.
     Thou my Savior art!  Thou my Savior art!

Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee.
     Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child;
     Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
     Draw me unto Thee!  Draw me unto Thee!

        Now through His Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine.
      Death was reigning o’er us  Through sin and vanity
      Till He opened for us  A bright eternity.
   May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there!

            Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground?
                                              Where the angels singing With all His saints unite,
                                Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light.
                                  Oh, that we were there!  Oh, that we were there!



 P  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
  C  Thanks be to God.


Post Service Music


T  Soli Deo Gloria  T
Acknowledgements:  Divine Service, Setting One and Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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