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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

Divine Worship Service
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio
Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166

Prelude: 		

Welcome: 	

[bookmark: _Hlk56952671]Opening Hymn:      PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY                           (LSB 343)

1)  Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!
 Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!
 Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story:
 Hosanna to the Lord,  For He fulfills God’s Word!

2)  God’s people, see him coming: Your own eternal king!
 Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!
 God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!
 Hosanna to the Lord,  For He fulfills God’s Word!

3)  Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king!
 Your king, yet ev’ry nation  Its tribute too may bring.
 All lands, bow down before him;  All nations, now adore Him!
 Hosanna to the Lord,  For He fulfills God’s Word!

4)  His is no earthly kingdom;  It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:
Hosanna to the Lord,  For He fulfills God’s Word!

Invocation:
V:     In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:    Amen.
Confession and Absolution:                                                    (LSB151)
V: 	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C:	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for personal self-examination.)
V:      Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C:	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.   Amen
V: 	In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: 	Amen.

Introit:                                                                       Ps. 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Is. 42:1a
V:    Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
C:    my chosen, in whom my soul delights.
V:    I will tell of the decree:
C:    The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
V:    Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
C:    and the ends of the earth your possession.
V:    You shall break them with a rod of iron
C:    and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
V:    Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
C:    be warned, O rulers of the earth.
V:    Serve the LORD with fear,
C:    and rejoice with trembling.
V:    for his wrath is quickly kindled.
C:    Blessèd are all who take refuge in him.
V:    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C:    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
V:    Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
C:    my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 


Kyrie:
V:      In Peace let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
V:     For the Peace from above and for our salvation let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
V:      For the Peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
         God and for the unity of all let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
V:     For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 
         let us pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
V:     Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:     Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis:			(sung)		                               (LSB V. 154)
Glory to God in the highest, and Peace to his People on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
	We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
	You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our Prayer.
	For you alone are the Holy One,you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
	in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect:		                                                           (LSB V. 156)
V:    The Lord be with you.
C: 	And also with you.  
V:	Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:    Amen.
	
Old Testament Reading:                                                             Isaiah 42:1–9
God spoke to Isaiah the prophet that He would put His Spirit on Jesus, the ultimate servant, to carry out His plan of salvation and rescue.  The former things had taken place, and new promises would be fulfilled through Jesus.  

     1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.  4He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.  5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  8I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.  9Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”

R:   This is the Word of the Lord
C:   Thanks be to God.  

Gradual:                                                                        Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8
Praise the Lord, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Epistle:                                                                          Romans 6:1–11
God shows us in these verse that through baptism in Christ we are set free from sin and death.  Christ died to sin once and for all. We are alive in Christ.

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

R:   This is the Word of the Lord
C:   Thanks be to God.  
Alleluia and Verse:		(stand and sing)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel Reading :                                                                   Matthew 3:13–17
V:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C:   Glory to You, O Lord.

John the Baptist hesitated when Jesus asked John to baptize Him in the Jordan River.  “I need to be baptized by you,” John protested.  But as soon as John baptized Jesus, he witnessed with his own eyes the empowering Spirit descending like a dove.  The Spirit was sent by God to confirm that Jesus truly was His Son.   

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

V:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.
       C:   Praise to You, O Christ.  

Apostles' Creed:
   
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.


Hymn of the Day :        TO JORDAN’S RIVER CAME OUR LORD          (LSB 405)

1)   To Jordan’s river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
 The God from God, the Light from light, The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

2)  The Savior came to be baptized – The Son of God in flesh disguised
 To stand beneath the Father’s will And all His righteousness fulfill.

3)  As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God,
 The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, Descended on Him from above.
3) Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound Came God’s own voice with      
  words profound:  
  “This is My Son”, was His decree, “The one I love, who pleases Me”.

4)  The Father’s Word, the Spirit’s flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight
 As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all.

5)  Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; This man is Christ, our substitute!
 He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Sermon:  
Offering:     (Offerings are brought forward)

Offertory:    (stand and sing)      “We Give Thee But Thine”            (LSB 781)

1.  We Give Thee But thy Own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,  A Trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2.  May we Thy bounties thus, As stewards true receive;
and gladly, as Thou  blessed us, To Thee our first-fruits give!


Prayer of the Church:   (Each Petition of the Prayers concludes with the response:)
V: 	Lord, in your mercy, 
C: 	hear our prayer.  

Preface:				(sung)
V:	The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.
V:	Lift up your hearts
C: 	We lift them to the Lord.
V:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
V:	It is truly good, right, and salutary…
	…Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
Sanctus:				(sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.  
V: 	Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord’s Prayer:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
Pax Domini:
V:   The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:   Amen.

Agnus Dei:		(sung)
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us Peace.  

Benediction: 
V: 	The Lord bless you and keep you.
		The Lord make His face to shine upon you
			and be gracious to you.
		The Lord lift up His favor upon you and give you Peace.  
C: 	Amen.  

Closing Hymn:    HARK THE GLAD SOUND                               (LSB 349)


1)  Hark, the glad sound!  The Savior comes, The Savior promised long;
               Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song.

2)  He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held.
               The gates of brass before him burst, The iron fetters yield.

3)  He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure,
               And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor.

4)  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim,
               And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With Thy beloved name.

Postlude: 	
+ + +

Vicar:                     Chris Streeper 
Organist:                 Lisa Berghaus
Order of Worship:    Divine Service Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166
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