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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
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Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166
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Prelude:

God’s revelation to His people is a demonstration of His love and His grace for them. Of course, we are overwhelmed by it, by the thought of it. But at every turn the revelation of God confirms to us that Jesus is our Lord, that our faith is not in vain, that we need not live in fear, but that we should live by faith in Him. And a revelation of this kind provides us with another word from God about the hope of glory that lies ahead of us, no matter what we have to endure here on earth. Only in Christ is there any hope of passing beyond the grave to glory. The Transfiguration reminds us that God-sized transformations are happening all around us. Sometimes they can be found in the small things in life and sometimes it is in the big things in life. But in order to see them, we need to follow Jesus up that mountain, we need to open our eyes to witness the presence of God and we need to believe that what we are seeing is real and true.

[bookmark: _Hlk56952671]Welcome:	
Opening Hymn:       'TIS GOOD, LORD, TO BE HERE                                 (LSB 414)

1) 'Tis good, Lord, to be here! Thy glory fills the night;
Thy face and garments, like the sun, Shine with unborrowed light.

2) 'Tis good, Lord, to be here, Thy beauty to behold
Where Moses and Elijah stand, Thy messengers of old.

3) Fulfiller of the past And hope of things to be,
We hail Thy body glorified And our redemption see.

Post-Communion Collect:
P:     Let us Pray….
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:     Amen.
Benediction: 
P:     The Lord bless you and keep you.
		The Lord make His face to shine upon you
			and be gracious to you.
		The Lord lift up His favor upon you and give you Peace.  
C: 	Amen.  


Closing  Hymn:  BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR				(LSB 537)

1) Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love Thee, Truly I'd serve Thee,  Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2) Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer; He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.

3) Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky.

4) Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,  Now and forevermore be Thine!



P:     Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C:     Thanks be to God.





Postlude: 	
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Pastor:                    Robert  Weldon:                    
Organist:                 Holly Bogle
Order of Worship:    Divine Service Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166
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P:      The LORD is great in Zion;
C:      He is exalted over all the peoples.
P:      Let them praise your great and awesome name!
C:      Holy is He!
P:      The King in His might loves justice.
C:      You have established equity; you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
P:      Exalt the LORD our God; worship at His footstool!
C:      Holy is He!
P:      Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C:      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P:      Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His holy mountain;
C:      for the LORD our God is holy!
                                                                                                               
Kyrie:                                                                       (LSB 186)
                                                           				
P:      In Peace let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      For the Peace from above and for our salvation let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      For the Peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
         God and for the unity of all let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 
         let us pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:     Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis:			(sung)		(LSB V. 154)
P:       Glory to God in the highest, and Peace to his People on earth.

ALL:  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
	We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
         Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
	You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;
         You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our Prayer.
	For you alone are the Holy One,you alone are the Lord,
         You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
	in the glory of God the Father. Amen.


C:	We lift them to the Lord.
P:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
P:       It is truly good, right, and salutary…
	…Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
Sanctus:				(sung)
ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.  
P:      Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer:  
     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.    Amen.  

Words of Institution:  
P:	    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  
	   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  


Pax Domini:
P:   The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:   Amen.
Agnus Dei:		(sung)
ALL:  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us Peace.  
Distribution of Holy Communion:
             In Holy Communion we believe Jesus gives us His real presence, in and with the bread and the wine, for the forgiveness of sins. We celebrate this forgiveness, which comes through faith, and we are strengthened in our personal faith and in our love for one another. We invite to Holy Communion all who believe in Jesus as their Savior, are a baptized believer, have been instructed in the meaning of Holy Communion, and agree with these teachings. If you have any questions, please speak with the Vicar.  As we eat and drink, we remember our Lord’s suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and the promise of His coming again.  Both Common and individual cups are available.  When using the individual cup, please place the empty cup in the basket at either end of the communion rail.  The non-alcoholic wine is in the center of the tray.  If the Common cup is used, please help the server by holding the base of the cup when you are served.
Post-Communion Canticle:		(sung)			                    (LSB p.164)
ALL:  Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
	Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

4) Before we taste of death, We see Thy kingdom come;
We long to hold the vision bright, And make this hill our home.

5) 'Tis good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain;
But since you bidst us leave the mount, Come with us to the plain.
                              

Invocation:
P:     In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:    Amen.

Confession and Absolution:                                                  (LSB151)
P:      If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C:	But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for personal self-examination.)
P:      Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C:	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your Holy Name.   Amen
P:     Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: 	Amen.

Introit:                                                         Ps. 99:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 99:9
P:      Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His holy mountain;
C:      for the LORD our God is holy!
P:      The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble!
C:      He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
Gradual:                                                                      Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8
Praise the Lord, all nations!
Extol Him, all peoples!
For great is His steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name;
bring an offering, and come into His courts!


Epistle:                                                                             2 Peter 1:16–21
     In this passage Peter reminds the church of his eyewitness account of the Transfiguration - a moment surely emblazoned in his memory. There are times where we confuse the message with the messenger and then minimize the importance of the message. We need to take special care when reflecting on the identity of Christ and remember that it was the voice of God who spoke the words, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased,” in the presence of three eye witnesses. We were not on the mount of Transfiguration with Peter, but When we proclaim Christ’s identity as the Son of God - we are repeating the very words of God, not our own.

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.


R:   This is the Word of the Lord
C:   Thanks be to God.  

Alleluia and Verse:		(stand and sing)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, Alleluia.



Gospel Reading:                                                                        Matthew 17:1-9
P:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter.    
C:    Glory to You, O Lord.

     God’s revelation to His people is a demonstration of His love and His grace for them. Of course, we are overwhelmed by it, by the thought of it. But at every turn the revelation of God confirms to us that Jesus is our Lord, that our faith is not in vain, that we need not live in fear, but that we should live by faith in Him. And a revelation of this kind provides us with another word from God about the hope of glory that lies ahead of us, no matter what we have to endure here on earth. Only in Christ is there any hope of passing beyond the grave to glory. The Transfiguration reminds us that God-sized transformations are happening all around us. Sometimes they can be found in the small things in life and sometimes it is in the big things in life. But in order to see them, we need to follow Jesus up that mountain.


1And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 

P:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C:    Praise to You, O Christ.  

Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
          suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
	He descended into hell.  
	The third day He rose again from the dead.
	He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.      
         From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the     
         forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  


Hymn of the Day:     JESUS ON THE MOUNTAIN PEAK                      (LSB 415)

1)  Jesus on the mountain peak Stands alone in glory blazing;
Let us, if we dare to speak, Join the saints and angels praising. Alleluia!

2)  Trembling at His feet we saw Moses and Elijah speaking.
All the prophets and the law Shout through them their joyful greeting: Alleluia!

3)  Swift the cloud of glory came; God proclaiming in its thunder
Jesus as the Son by name! Nations cry aloud in wonder, Alleluia!

4)  This is God’s beloved Son! Law and prophets sing before Him,
First and Last and only One. All creation shall adore Him! Alleluia!

Sermon:  
Offering:  (Offerings are brought forward)

Offertory:	(stand and sing)                     Psalm 51:10-12               (LSB V. 192)
 ALL:   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy Presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.

Prayer of the Church:   (Each Petition of the Prayers concludes with the response:)
P:       Lord, in your mercy, 
C: 	hear our prayer.  

Preface:				(sung)
P:       The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.
P:       Lift up your hearts

Salutation and Collect:		                            (LSB V. 156)
P:      The Lord be with you.
C: 	 And also with you.  
P:      Let us pray.
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:    Amen.
	
Old Testament Reading:                                                  Exodus 24:8–18
     God invites Moses to ascend the mountain and enter into the cloud that covered it - passing into the presence of God. What must it have been like to be in the presence of God’s glory on Mount Sinai? To the Israelites below, it looked like “a devouring fire.” But  from within  the cloud? We are not told. We do know that when Moses finally did descend, his face shone brightly with God’s glory. There are times God calls us to places that appear to be in the midst of the fire, or shrouded in mystery like a cloud that we cannot see into. But surely to follow His call means to move closer into His living presence, and to be touched by His glory.

8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.
12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”
15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
R:   This is the Word of the Lord
C:   Thanks be to God.  
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