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[bookmark: _Hlk56952645]FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Divine Worship Service
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio
Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166


Prelude: 	
[bookmark: _Hlk56952671]Welcome:	
Opening Hymn:       RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE                                      (LSB 825)

1)  Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
 Our human story;  God in Him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, With grace unbounded.

2)  See how He sends the pow’r of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven, Now are forgiven.

3)  Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling,
Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story Of Jesus’ glory.

4)  Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation His new creation.
                              


Invocation:
P:     In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:    Amen.

Confession and Absolution:                                                  (LSB151)
P:     If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C:	But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for personal self-examination.)
P:      Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C:	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your Holy Name.   Amen
P:   Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: 	Amen.

Introit:                                                         Ps. 119:9–16; antiphon: Ps. 119:12
P:    Blessèd are you, O LORD;
C:    teach me your statutes!
P:    How can a young man keep his way pure?
C:    By guarding it according to your word.
P:    With my whole heart I seek you;
C:    let me not wander from your commandments!
P:    I have stored up your word in my heart,
C:    that I might not sin against you.
P:    Blessèd are you, O LORD;
C:    teach me your statutes!
P:    With my lips I declare
C:    all the just decrees of your mouth.
P:    In the way of your testimonies I delight
C:    as much as in all riches.
P:    I will meditate on your precepts
C:    and fix my eyes on your ways.
P:    I will delight in your statutes;
C:    I will not forget your word.
P:    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C:    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P:    Blessèd are you, O LORD;
C:    teach me your statutes!      
                                                                                                               
Kyrie:                                                                       (LSB 186)
                                                           				
P:      In Peace let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      For the Peace from above and for our salvation let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      For the Peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
         God and for the unity of all let us Pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 
         let us pray to the Lord.
C:     Lord, have mercy.
P:      Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:     Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis:			(sung)		(LSB V. 154)
Glory to God in the highest, and Peace to his People on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
	We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
	You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our Prayer.
	For you alone are the Holy One,you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
	in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect:		                            (LSB V. 156)
P:      The Lord be with you.
C: 	 And also with you.  
P:      Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:    Amen.
	
Old Testament Reading:                                                  Isaiah 58:3–9a
     Through Isaiah God calls out the religious farce that His people had fallen into - where they played the part of righteous and observant followers of Yahweh, but in their interactions with their fellow man, showed themselves to cruel and harsh. Here, were too are reminded and warned to not fall into the same trap, thinking that religious observance will take the place of mercy and true humility that service and love require. When we follow God on this level, the level of true love that demands we take tight hold of His hand because it is beyond our natural ability, then the light He has bestowed on us will shine as it is meant to do - to the glory of God.

3‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers.  4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist.  Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on high.
5Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself?  Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?  Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD?
6“Is not this the fast that I choose:  to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness.


R:   This is the Word of the Lord
C:   Thanks be to God.  

Gradual:                                                                      Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8
Praise the Lord, all nations!
Extol Him, all peoples!
For great is His steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name;
bring an offering, and come into His courts!


Epistle:                                                                      1 Corinthians 2:1–12
     The wisdom of God’s Holy Spirit will never be comprehended by conventional worldly wisdom. Indeed, we do not understand it ourselves because we are smarter or more spiritual, but because the Spirit of God dwells within us and reveals His truths to us by giving us the mind of Christ. Paul writes to the Corinthians of this paradox because they had become so obsessed with their current worldly manner of philosophical argument and polemic that they could not discern the truth of God that Paul was trying to teach them. We too must be careful not to rely on our own understanding, which is inevitably influenced by the world around us, but to look to God for Him to reveal His truth to us through His word and Spirit.

1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”—10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 


R:   This is the Word of the Lord
C:   Thanks be to God.  

Alleluia and Verse:		(stand and sing)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, Alleluia.


Gospel Reading:                                                                           Matthew 5:13–20
P:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C:   Glory to You, O Lord.

     Salt in a shaker and light under a basket have no real value - their value comes as they are put to their appointed use -as a preservative and seasoning, to provide illumination and clarity. As Christians we are meant to let our faith shine through how we live our lives. But, lest we think this is to draw attention to ourselves, we must remember that we do this to lead others to God - who is the Father of Lights. We do not perform “acts of righteousness” in order to gain the approval of men, nor do we deny that living out God’s word is necessary for his people to fulfill their God-given calling. We are called to righteous living, but this righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees, who observed the letter of the law, while completely missing the spirit of the law. We follow Christ not to appear pious and superior to others by “doing it right,” but to shine His light of love and reconciliation through our redeemed lives. The Law was fulfilled by Christ on Calvary, so now we are free to follow Christ - and by freely submitting to His leading in obedience we shine His light.

13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.
14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.


P:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.
      C:    Praise to You, O Christ.  


Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
	He descended into hell.  
	The third day He rose again from the dead.
	He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  


[bookmark: _Hlk125535750]Hymn of the Day:     CHURCH OF GOD, ELECT AND GLORIOUS             (LSB 646)

1) Church of God, elect and glorious,  Holy nation, chosen race; 
Called as God's own special people,  Royal priests and heirs of grace: 
Know the purpose of your calling,  Show to all His mighty deeds; 
Tell of love that knows no limits,  Grace that meets all human needs.

2) God has called you out of darkness  Into His most marv'lous light; 
Brought His truth to life within you,  Turned your blindness into sight. 
Let your light so shine around you  That God's name is glorified 
And all find fresh hope and purpose  In Christ Jesus crucified.

3) Once you were an alien people,  Strangers to God's heart of love; 
But He brought you home in mercy,  Citizens of heav'n above. 
Let His love flow out to others,  Let them feel a Father's care; 
That they too may know His welcome  And His countless blessings share.

4) Church of God, elect and holy,  Be the people He intends; 
Strong in faith and swift to answer  Each command your Master sends; 
Royal priests, fulfill your calling  Through your sacrifice and prayer; 
Give your lives in joyful service--Sing His praise, His love declare.


Sermon:  
Offering:  (Offerings are brought forward)

Offertory:	(stand and sing)                     Psalm 51:10-12               (LSB V. 192)
     Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy Presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.

Prayer of the Church:   (Each Petition of the Prayers concludes with the response:)
P:       Lord, in your mercy, 
C: 	hear our prayer.  

Preface:				(sung)
P:       The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.
P:       Lift up your hearts
C:	We lift them to the Lord.
P:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
P:       It is truly good, right, and salutary…
	…Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
Sanctus:				(sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.  
P:      Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:


Lord’s Prayer:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

Words of Institution:  
P:	      Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  
	     In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
Pax Domini:
P:   The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:   Amen.
Agnus Dei:		(sung)
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us Peace.  
Distribution of Holy Communion:
             In Holy Communion we believe Jesus gives us His real presence, in and with 
the bread and the wine, for the forgiveness of sins. We celebrate this forgiveness, 
which comes through faith, and we are strengthened in our personal faith and in 


our love for one another. We invite to Holy Communion all who believe in Jesus as their Savior, 
are a baptized believer, have been instructed in the meaning of Holy Communion, and agree with these teachings. If you have any questions, please speak with the Vicar.  As we eat and drink, we remember our Lord’s suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and the promise of His coming again.  Both Common and individual cups are available.  When using the individual cup, please place the empty cup in the basket at either end of the communion rail.  The non-alcoholic wine is in the center of the tray.  If the Common cup is used, please help the server by holding the base of the cup when you are served.
Post-Communion Canticle:		(sung)			                    (LSB p.164)
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
	Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
Post-Communion Collect:
P:   Let us Pray….
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:     Amen.
Benediction: 
P:     The Lord bless you and keep you.
		The Lord make His face to shine upon you
			and be gracious to you.
		The Lord lift up His favor upon you and give you Peace.  
C: 	Amen.  



Closing  Hymn:  PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS                                          
                                                                                                                                                    (LSB 849)

1) Praise the One who break the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris'ners  Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel,  Healing ev'ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands  With the very Bread of peace.

2) Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle word;
Praise the One who drove out demons  With the piercing two-edged sword.
Praise the one who brings cool water  To the desert's burning sand;
From this Well comes living water  Quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

3) Let us praise the Word incarnate,  Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,  Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one.



P:     Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C:     Thanks be to God.






Postlude: 	



+ + +




Pastor:                    Robert  Weldon:                    
Organist:                 Lisa Berghaus
Order of Worship:    Divine Service Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166
                                                          
[image: 13 Bible Verses about Serving Others (Learn to Act like Jesus Here ...]
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Matthew 5:16(NIV)




