GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
310 West Lorain Street, Oberlin, Ohio 44074
April 26, 2026
10:00 AM
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
 Divine Worship Service
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio
Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166



PRELUDE:
WELCOME:	
ENTRANCE HYMN:        “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”       (LSB # 480, st. 1-4; © CPH, 1941)

1. 	He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
	He opened Death’s prison, the Incarnate Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song, 
	And, earth, sea, and mountain, their praises prolong.

2. 	The Foe was triumphant when on Calvary
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.

3. 	But short was their triumph, the Savior arose,
And Death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes;
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high.
He lives, yea, He lives, and will nevermore die.

4.   Oh, where is thy sting, Death? We fear thee no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door,
For all our transgressions His blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.
            

PAX DOMINI:      		(sung)
P:    The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:    Amen.
AGNUS DEI:		(sung)
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us Peace.  

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION:	
     In Holy Communion we believe Jesus gives us His real presence, in and with the bread and the wine, for the forgiveness of sins. We celebrate this forgiveness, which comes through faith, and we are strengthened 
in our personal faith and in our love for one another.  We invite to Holy Communion all who believe in Jesus as their Savior, are a baptized believer, have been instructed in the meaning of Holy Communion, and agree with these teachings. If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Just.
      As we eat and drink, we remember our Lord’s suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and the promise of His coming again.  Both Common and individual cups are available.  When using the individual cup, please place the empty cup in the basket at either end of the communion rail.  The non-alcoholic wine is in the center of the tray.  If the Common cup is used, please help the server by holding the base of the cup when you are served.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:		(sung)				            (LSB 164)
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
	Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.  
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:              
P:    	Let us Pray….
	…one God, now and forever. 
C:	Amen.

BENEDICTION:                   (sung)                                                                                                    (LSB 166)
P     The Lord bless you and keep you…
C:     A-men


CLOSING HYMN:        Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
			           	       (LSB # 685 st. 1-3; © Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978)

1. 	Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in his footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,  Let us do the Father's bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide.  I shall follow where You guide.

2.  	Let us suffer here with Jesus, And with patience bear our cross.
	Joy will follow all our sadness; Where He is there is no loss.  
	Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy;
	All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
	Jesus, here I share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.  

3.	Let us gladly die with Jesus: Since by death He conquered death;
He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath.
	Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin;
	And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
       Jesus, here with you I die, There to live with You on high.  


P:     Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C:     Thanks be to God.


Postlude: 
+ + + 



Pastor:				Rev. Dr. Christian F. Just
Organist:			Holly Bogle
Order of Worship:		Divine Service Setting 1 from LSB (CV.H, 2006) V. 151-166  
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P: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
C:  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
P:  For the LORD is a great God,
C:  and a great King above all gods.
P:  Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
C:  let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
P:  For he is our God,
C:  and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P:  I am the good shepherd.
C:  I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.

KYRIE:                                        (sung)                                                                                      (LSB V. 152)				(sung)			(LSB 152)
P:    In Peace let us Pray to the Lord.
C:   Lord, have mercy.
P:    For the Peace from above and for our salvation let us Pray to the Lord.
C:   Lord, have mercy.
P:    For the Peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
        God and for the unity of all let us Pray to the Lord.
C:   Lord, have mercy.
P:    For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 
       let us pray to the Lord.
C:   Lord, have mercy.
P:    Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:   Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY:        “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me”     (LSB # 683)

1.	Jesus, Thy boundless love to me  No thought can reach, no 
tongue declare; Unite my thankful heart to Thee,  
And reign without  a rival there! Thine wholly, Thine a - 
lone I am; Be Thou a - lone my constant flame.

2. 	O grant that nothing in my soul  May dwell, but Thy pure 
love alone;   Oh, may Thy love possess me whole, 
My joy, my treasure, and my crown!  All coldness from my
heart remove, My ev – ‘ry act, word, thought be love.

3. 	This love unwearied I pursue  And dauntlessly to 
Thee aspire; Oh, may Thy love my hope renew,
burn in my soul like  heavenly fire!  And day and night, be 
all my care To guard this sacred treasure there.

4. 	In suffering be Thy love my peace, In weakness be Thy 
love my power; And when the storms of life shall cease, 
O Jesus in that final hour, Be thou my rod and 
     staff and guide, And draw me safely to Thy side!

SERMON:    "No Flattery Here."

OFFERING:   (Offerings are brought forward)

OFFERTORY:	(stand and sing)         “Psalm 51:10-12”                                            (LSB 192)

	Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy Presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free Spirit.  Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:   (Each Petition of the Prayers concludes with the response:)
P:   	Lord, in your mercy, 
C: 	hear our prayer.  


PREFACE:				(sung)
P:   	The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.
P:   	Lift up your hearts
C: 	We lift them to the Lord.
P:   	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
P:   	It is truly good, right, and salutary…
	…Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS:				(sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.  
P:   	Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION:  
P:	    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  
	   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  


INVOCATION:               
P:    In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:    Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:                                                              (LSB 151)
P:   Christ is risen!
C:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P:   This is the day that the Lord has made!
C:   We will rejoice and be glad in it!
P:    If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C:    But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and            
         cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P:   Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.
P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C    Amen.	


 			
                                   Service of the Word                                                                              (LSB 152)
INTROIT                                                                       Ps. 95:1–3, 6–7a; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b
P:  I am the good shepherd.
C:  I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.



and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

R	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

PSALM HYMN:    “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS”                   Psalm 23  (LSB 709)
1. 	The King of love my Shepherd is, ……
	He opened Death’s prison, the Incarnate Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song, 
	And, earth, sea, and mountain, their praises prolong.

2. 	The Foe was triumphant when on Calvary
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.

3. 	But short was their triumph, the Savior arose,
And Death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes;
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high.
He lives, yea, He lives, and will nevermore die.

4. 	Oh, where is thy sting, Death? We fear thee no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door,
For all our transgressions His blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.
            


EPISTLE:                                                                                                                        1 Peter 2:19–25
Suffering for doing something wrong is expected.  Suffering for doing something good can be unexpected.  Jesus suffered before us when He was blameless, trusting God as the ultimate judge.  Follow Christ’s example.  


19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

R	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL:                                                        adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6
Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor,
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.
ALLELUIA AND VERSE:		(stand and sing)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL:           (stand and sing)                                                                        John 10:1–10
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
[image: ]




Jesus is the gate, leading His sheep to salvation.  He gives life to the full to His followers.  There is an enemy who is out to mislead, deceive, and destroy us.  We must know our Shepherd’s voice.  


1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber.  2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  
7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,     
          suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell.  
	 The third day He rose again from the dead.
           He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.      
           From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the     
           forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  




GLORIA IN EXCELSIS:			(sung)		                                                    (LSB 154)
P:   Glory to God in the highest, and Peace to his People on earth.
C:   Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
         We worship you, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.       
         Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
         You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;  
         You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our Prayer.
         For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
         You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
	        in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY:           (sung)                                                 (LSB 156)
P:    The Lord be with you.
C:    And al – so with you. 
P:	 Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C:	Amen.	

FIRST READING:                                                                                                           Acts 2:42–47
Christ-followers studied the truth of the Gospel, fellowshipped and prayed together, witnessed miracles, and provided for the needs of the people.  Together they gladly ate meals and praised God.  Daily, people were saved!   What an exemplary precedent has been set before us, Church!


42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings 
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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