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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Divine Worship Service
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio
Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166


[bookmark: _Hlk220332301]
Prelude: 

[bookmark: _Hlk56952671]Welcome:	
Opening Hymn:      God Himself Is Present                                (LSB 907)

1. God Himself is present: Let us now adore Him
    And with awe appear before Him. God is in His temple;
    All within keep silence; Humbly kneel in deepest rev'rence.
    He alone On His throne Is our God and Savior;
    Praise His Name forever!
2. God himself is present: Hear the harps resounding;
    See the hosts the throne surrounding. "Holy, Holy, Holy!"
    Hear the hymn ascending, Songs of saints and angels blending.
    Bow Your ear To us here: Hear, O Christ, the praises
    That Your church now raises.
3 Fount of every blessing, Purify my spirit,
   Trusting only in Your merit. Like the holy angels,
   Worshiping before You, May I ceaselessly adore You.
   Let Your will Ever still Rule Your Church terrestrial
   As the hosts celestial.
Confession and Absolution:                                                    (LSB 151)

P    In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit!
C    Amen.
P    This is the day that the Lord has made!
C    We will rejoice and be glad in it!
P	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.
P	Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.				   			             


Introit:                                                                           Ps. 103:15–19; antiphon: Ps. 103:8
P  The LORD is merciful and gracious,
C  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
P  As for man, his days are like grass;
C  he flourishes like a flower of the field;
P  for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
C  and its place knows it no more.
P  But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him,
C  and his righteousness to children’s children,
P  to those who keep his covenant
C  and remember to do his commandments.
P  The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,
C  and his kingdom rules over all.
P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P  The LORD is merciful and gracious,
C  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Kyrie:               (sung)                                                                   (LSB 186)
                                                           	
P    In Peace let us Pray to the Lord.
C    Lord, have mercy.
P    For the Peace from above and for our salvation let us Pray to the Lord.
C    Lord, have mercy.
P    For the Peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
       God and for the unity of all let us Pray to the Lord.
C    Lord, have mercy.
P    For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 
        let us pray to the Lord.
C    Lord, have mercy.
P    Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C    Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis:		(sung)	                                            	   (LSB 154)
P    Glory to God in the highest, and Peace to his People on earth.


ALL:   Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
	 We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
          Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
	 You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;
          You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our Prayer.
          For you alone are the Holy One,you alone are the Lord,
          You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
	 in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Salutation and Collect:           (sung)		                                    (LSB 156)
P   The Lord be with you.
C   And also with you.  
P   Let us pray.
Listen in mercy to our prayers, Lord. Lead us to ask for whatever pleases You, so that You may grant what we desire. We ask this through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen.
	   


[bookmark: _Hlk228870267]Old Testament Reading:                                                                 1 Kings 3:5-12
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you.

R    This is the Word of the Lord
C    Thanks be to God.  



Gradual:                                                               adapt. from Rom. 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.



Epistle:                                                                            Romans 8:26-39
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be[c] against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
    	we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

R    This is the Word of the Lord
C    Thanks be to God.  

Alleluia and Verse:		(stand and sing)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Gospel Reading:                                                   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52       
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk228871897]31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
P     This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C     Praise to You, O Christ.      (sung)



Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
	He descended into hell.  
	The third day He rose again from the dead.
	He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  


Sermon:  “Weak, Small, Hidden, Caught”

[bookmark: _Hlk125535750]Hymn of the Day:   Before the Throne of God Above                       (LSB 574)
1. Before the throne of God above I have a strong, a perfect plea;
    A great High Priest, whose name is Love, Who ever lives and pleads for me.
2. My name is graven on His hands, My name is written on His heart;
    I know that while in heav'n He stands No tongue can bid me thence depart.
3. When Satan tempts me to despair, And tells me of the guilt within,
    Upward I look, and see Him there Who made an end of all my sin.
4. Because the sinless Savior died, My sinful soul is counted free;
    For God, the just, is satisfied To look on Him and pardon me.
5. Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! My perfect, spotless righteousness,
    The great unchangeable I AM, The King of glory and of grace!
6. At one with Him, I cannot die, My soul is purchased by His blood;
    My life is hid with Christ on high, With Christ, my Savior and my God.
Offering:  (Offerings are brought forward)


Offertory:	(stand and sing)                                                                   (LSB 192)
 ALL:   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy Presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.
Prayer of the Church:   (Each Petition of the Prayers concludes with the response:)
[bookmark: _Hlk232348343]P     Lord, in your mercy, 
C     Hear our prayer.  
 
The Preface:                       (sung)

P   The Lord be with you.
C   And also with you.
P   Lift up your hearts.
C   We lift them to the Lord
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C   It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P	It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
Sanctus:				(sung)					           (LSB 161)	
ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.  
P      Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer:                                                                      (LSB 162)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  


Words of Institution:  
P	    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  
	 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  


[bookmark: _Hlk228263754]Pax Domini:                   (sung)                                                
P   The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                      
C   Amen.
Agnus Dei:		(sung)                                                                     (LSB 163)

ALL:  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us Peace.  
Distribution of Holy Communion:
             In Holy Communion we believe Jesus gives us His real presence, in and with the bread and the wine, for the forgiveness of sins. We celebrate this forgiveness, which comes through faith, and we are strengthened in our personal faith and in our love for one another. We invite   
        to Holy Communion all who believe in Jesus as their Savior, are a baptized believer, have been  
        instructed in the meaning of Holy Communion, and agree with these teachings. If you have any         
questions, please speak with Pastor Just.  As we eat and drink, we remember our Lord’s suffering, 
death, resurrection, ascension, and the promise of His coming again.  Both Common and individual cups are available.  When using the individual cup, please place the empty cup in the basket at either end of the communion rail.  The non-alcoholic wine is in the center of the tray.  If the Common cup is used, please help the server by holding the base of the cup when you are served.



Post-Communion Canticle:		(sung)			                (LSB 164)
ALL:  Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
	Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
Post-Communion Collect:                                                      (LSB 166)
P   Let us Pray….
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have  given us pardon and peace in this sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C    Amen.          (sung)
Benediction: 

P     The Lord bless you and keep you.
	The Lord make His face to shine upon you
	 and be gracious to you.
	The Lord lift up His favor upon you and give you Peace.  
C	Amen.       (sung)

Closing  Hymn:      Be Still, My Soul, the Lord is on Your Side      (LSB 752)
1. Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;
    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
    Leave to your God to order and provide;
    In ev'ry change He faithful will remain.
    Be still, my soul; your best, your heav'nly Friend
    Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
2. Be still, my soul; your God will undertake
    To guide the future as He has the past.
    Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
    All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
    Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
    His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.
3. Be still, my soul, though dearest friends depart
    And all is darkened in the vale of tears;
    Then you will better know His love, His heart,
    Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
    Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay
    From His own fulness all He takes away.
4. Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on
    When we shall be forever with the Lord,
    When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
    Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.
    Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,
    All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.


P      Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C      Thanks be to God.
     



Postlude: 

+ + +



Pastor:                    Rev. Dr. Christian F. Just
Organist:                 James Feddeck
Order of Worship:    Divine Service Setting 1 from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166        
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