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THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Divine Worship Service
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio
Service of Prayer & Preaching from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 260-267



Prelude: Herr Gott, Nun Schleuss Den Himmel Auf
                 (Lord God, Now Open Wide Thy Heaven) JS Bach  Top of Form
Bottom of Form
 
Welcome

Opening Hymn:      Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode                     (LSB 714)
(Please Stand)
1.  Who trusts in God A strong abode In heav'n and earth possesses;
     Who looks in love To Christ above, No fear that heart oppresses.
     In You alone, Dear Lord, we own Sweet hope and consolation,
     Our shield from foes, Our balm for woes, Our great and sure salvation.
2.  Though Satan's wrath Beset our path And worldly scorn assail us,
     While You are near, We shall not fear; Your strength shall never fail us.
     Your rod and staff Will keep us safe And guide our steps forever;
     Nor shades of death Nor hell beneath Our lives from You will sever.
3.  In all the strife of mortal life Our feet shall stand securely;
     Temptation's hour Will lose its pow'r, For You will guard us surely.
     O God, renew With heav'nly dew Our body, soul, and spirit                                         
     Until we stand At Your right hand Through Jesus' saving merit.



Morning Prayer                                                                   (LSB 266)

C   I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You  
       have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 
       keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
       please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
       things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
       over me. Amen.


New Testament Canticle                   (sung)                                 (LSB 266)
                                            

Christ has been raised from the dead!  
Alleluia.  Alleluia.
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.
Raised from the dead, He will never die again.
Death has no more dominion over Him.
Christ has been raised from the dead!
Alleluia.  Alleluia.
Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all.
Living, He lives to God. 
Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, Our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead! 
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 


Blessing                                                                                    (LSB 267)

P   Let us bless the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.


Benediction 
P   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and   
       preserve us.
C    Amen.       



Closing Hymn:  Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing                       (LSB 924)


1.  Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing; Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
     Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.
     O refresh us, O refresh us, Trav'ling through this wilderness.
2.  Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel's joyful sound.
     May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts and lives abound.
     Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found.
3.  Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way,
     Let not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey.                                            
     May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day.


Postlude:  Lobt Gott, Ihr Christen Allzugleick 
                  (Let All Together Praise Our God) JS Bach

                            + + +





Pastor:                    Rev. Dr. Christian F. Just
Organist:                 Dr. Harold Slocum
Order of Worship:    Service of Prayer and Preaching from LSB (CPH, 2006) p. 260-267  
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Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.
 


Readings From Holy Scripture 	(LSB 263)


Old Testament Reading                                                                Isaiah 25:1-9


O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2 For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the foreigners' palace is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 4 For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat; for the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, 5 like heat in a dry place. You subdue the noise of the foreigners; as heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is put down. 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
     
                                                    	
P    This is the word of the Lord.
C    Thanks be to God.




Prayer                 (Please stand)                                                                                           (LSB 265)

P   In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,   
      let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the  
      proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, 
      let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who   
      travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 
      and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy.
P   Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
C   Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.






Collect of the Day				                                  (LSB 265)

P   Almighty God, source of every blessing, Your generous goodness comes to us 
      anew every day. By the work of Your Spirit lead us to acknowledge Your goodness,     
      give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Your Son,     
      Jesus Christ our Lord.

C   Amen.


Collect for the Word							 (LSB 265)


P    Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.  
       Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 
       the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast  
       the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
       lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C   Amen.


Lord’s Prayer:                                                                             (LSB 162)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 




Opening Versicles                                                                          (LSB 260)

								   
P    This is the day which the Lord has made;
C    let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P    From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C    the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Common                                                                                                         Psalm 84:10; 25-4, John 17:17                                   
P    Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C    I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the   
        tents of the wicked.
P    Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C    Teach me Your paths.
P    Sanctify us in Your truth.
C    Your Word is truth.

P    From the rising of the sun to its setting,                                                    Psalm 113:3
C    the name of the Lord is to be praised.
C    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
        as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
	
			   			             
Old Testament Canticle               (sung)                                        (LSB 261) 

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.  
With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation.  
And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, make known His deeds among the peoples, proclaim that His name is exalted.”
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.
Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 
Let this be made known in all the earth.

3. 	To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM.
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing. 
While millions join the theme, I will sing.

4. 	And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
And through eternity I'll sing on. 

Gospel Reading                                                                         Matthew 22:1-14
     
  
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C   Glory to You, O Lord.		(sung)
And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”
P    This is the word of the Lord.
C    Thanks be to God.
    
Responsory                                                                                          (LSB 263)                                                             
	
Common                                                                                      Psalm 119:89; Luke 11:28
     
P   Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C   Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory   
       dwells.
P   Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C   Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
       dwells.
P   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C   Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory  
      dwells.


Catechism                                                                            (LSB 324)

The Lord’s Prayer- The First Petition

	Hallowed be Thy name.
         Hallowed be Your name.

What Does This Mean?
God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also.

How is God’s name kept holy?
God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it.  Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us.  Protect us from this, heavenly Father!




Sermon:  “What Will I Wear to the Feast?”



Hymn:   Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness                                 (LSB 636 vs 1-4) 

                                               (Please Stand)

1.   Soul, Adorn yourself with gladness, Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
      Come into the daylight’s splendor, There with joy your praises render.
      Bless the One whose grace unbounded This amazing banquet founded
      He, though heavenly high, and holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.

2.  Hasten as a bride to meet Him, And with loving reverence greet Him.
     For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal.
     Open wide the gates before Him, Saying, as you there adore Him: 
     I now receive You, That I nevermore will leave You.

3.  He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure; 
     But the priceless gift of heaven God to us has freely given.
     Though the wealth of earth was proffered, None could buy the gifts here offered;
     Christ’s true body for you riven, And His blood, for you once given.

4.  Now in faith I humbly ponder Over this surpassing wonder
     That the bread of life is boundless Though the souls it feeds are countless:
     With the choicest wine of heaven Christ’s own blood to us is given.  
     Oh, most glorious consolation, Pledge and seal of my salvation! 



Offering:  (Offerings are brought forward)




Epistle                     					                 Philippians 4:4-13

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned, in whatever situation I am, to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
	                                               
P    This is the word of the Lord.
C    Thanks be to God.


Hymn of the Day:     What Wonderous Love Is This                           (LSB 543)

1. 	What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2. 	When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down Beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
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